SEPTEMBER 2, 2022

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear St. Bede Family,
There is a saying that “life starts all over again when it gets crisp in the fall”. We have that sense here at St. Bede
as we welcome the Labor Day weekend, a symbol for teachers of such a beginning. I have to say, we are off to a
great start.
Fewer and fewer tears from the preschoolers as they make their way into the building, a successful Parent Night
complete with comradery and positive remarks by the parents, beautiful weather for the Golf Outing, student club
startups, athletics in full swing give testimony to the vitality of starting “all over again”.
All of these “startups” reflect the concept that “it takes a village”. The village is essential to our school and why we
rely so heavily on you, the parents, to step up and volunteer. Unfortunately, in the past few years that participation
has lessened. We tend to see the same individuals involved in Boards, events and activities. The reality is that
we need you- more of you!
I would like to extend an invitation to all of you who are not involved already to “start all over again” by getting involved:
From the experts:
• “... in schools where student achievement was reported, it was found that parental involvement was a significant factor in both accelerated and sustained student academic performance. When parents, families, and
members of the community are involved with schools, all children benefit.” (Loucks, 1992)

•

“Adult participation sends the message that school is important and the work children do there is worthy of
adult attention.” (Davis, 2000)”

From this Principal:
• It is beneficial to your child to get to know their friends and the parents of their friends.
• It is rewarding to know that you make a difference.
• There is satisfaction in being of service.
• You model the importance of service to your child
• It’s fun!

From current volunteer:
• My best friend is a woman I met while volunteering at a PA event.
• My daughter told me she was happy I was helping her class.
From the Bible: Matthew 5:16
• “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds…”
- How can you argue with that?

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE AS A VOLUNTEER AT ST. BEDE SCHOOL
Speaking of lights - I want to “shine a light” on some terminology and concepts in an attempt to clarify
some
confusion that has occurred.

What is Virtus?

•

Virtus is an online educational program designed to insure child safety. After a vetting process used for volunteers, and all church employees who work with children which includes a background check and fingerprinting,
the volunteer participates in online training in the form of short articles or videos regarding mandated reporting.
Virtus is not required for volunteers who are not working with
children. For example, volunteers for Christmas Bazaar, Golf Outing etc. are not required to
participate in Virtus.

What is involved in 2022/23 Spirit Days?

•

Students will celebrate the first monthly Spirit Day on Wednesday, September 7. This will continue throughout
the school year on the first Wednesday of every month.

•
•

Spirit Days are a celebration of the presence of God in our lives.

•

The celebration includes an out of uniform “costume option”; this month it is “comfy clothes”, or
Athletic Wear, accompanied by a $1 donation, called Coins for a Cause.
- Collections will be given to a charity identified by the Student Council. This month's
charity is the Butterfly Foundation.
- Students who choose not to participate in Coins for a Cause must be in uniform.

•

Students have the option of purchasing a Special Lunch - This month it is Hot Dogs from Dog and
Suds. The Flyer for order is in Backpack Express and must be turned in by Sept. 1

Each student will begin the day by writing down one of their God given gifts on an index card as the focus
their celebration. During the month, we will read those gifts identified over the PA each day.
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What is iReady?
iReady is an online program that will help us determine your child's strengths and areas for growth, personalize their
learning, and monitor their progress throughout the school year. iReady allows us to meet your child where they are
and provides us with data to inform instruction.

This is an adaptive assessment which means that it adjusts its questions to suit your child’s needs. Each item a
student receives is based on their answer to the previous question. For example, a series of correct answers will
result in slightly harder questions, while a series of incorrect answers will yield slightly easier ones. The purpose of
the assessment is to determine how to best support your child’s learning.
What do we mean by Backpack Express?

•

This refers to flyers/information sent home to parents via the student's backpack

What are the new additions to the School Calendar?

•
•

Christmas Concert - Thursday, Dec. 15 - 6:30 pm in the gym

•

Spring Concert - Thursday, May 18 - 6:30 pm in the gym

•

Spring Concert - Thursday, May 18 - 6:30 pm in the gym

First Communion, St. Bede, May 6 - 10:00 am - St. Bede School students are encouraged to participate here
or
St. Peter, May 13 - 10:00 am

What is PA - Parent Association?

•

Parents are automatically included as members of the Parent Association, which sponsors a
variety of fundraising events which provide funds for needs in the school. For example, their Mum Sale will support the Holy Fire retreat for the middle school by absorbing the cost of buses to transport the students downtown.

What is EDP - Extended Day Program?

•

St. Bede provides before school and after school care for students. Check out the program and how it operates
on the school website.

Last, but not least, what is this Bede Buzz?

•

Bede Buzz is a weekly newsletter sent to your email each Friday. It contains a letter from the
Principal, an updated calendar of upcoming events, information about extracurricular activities
and special events.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
All children need headphones in school for the next two and a half weeks for use with the iReady testing.
For the little ones, over- the- head earphones are preferred, because they have a hard time with ear pieces.
Dollar Store has these kinds of earphones for $1.50
Children should not bring toys from home to school. Why, you ask - their toys get lost or misplaced when
mixed in with school play things, which upsets them. Sometimes children bring toys to play with a friend or two,
excluding others who want to play. This results in arguments and sometimes fights. The school provides buckets of
playthings for each grade level to share.

Our fourth grade students use their hands on technology skills to wire the
power cords into their Chromebook cart. They use their critical thinking,
communication and collaboration skills in order to accomplish this task.

Mark your calendars

9/05/22 Labor Day, No School
9/7/22

First Spirit Day— “comfy clothes” , if you did not

order a lunch, make sure you bring one from home.
9/14/22 PA Meeting at 6:30pm in Rm #111 & First Raffle drawing
ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND
9/22/22 First Parent Night Out, 6pm to 8pm
9/23/22 Teacher-In-Service, No School
9/26/22 Charleston Wrap Fundraiser Starts
9/27/22 First Falcon Night Out—Culver’s
9/28/22 Picture Day

Are you our next

School Choir Member?
Do you like to sing? Join other 3rd-8th graders on Mondays after school, beginning
on August 29th. You will lead the singing at he weekly School Mass, and once a
month at a Holy Day or Sunday Mass. You might even play a fun singing game or
have a yummy snack. Registration forms are in the office if you would like to join.

SAVE THE DATE
St. Bede School Annual Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, November 12, 2022
9:00am—3:00pm

We will have many of the crafters/vendors you know and love…..
And a few new ones too!
We will have our famous bake sale, raffle tables, concessions, and more! All proceeds from this show benefit the St. Bede Athletic Association.
Please join us for a fun day and get into the holiday spirit!

DID YOU KNOW THAT AMAZON
“SMILES ON ST. BEDE SCHOOL"???
Amazon Smile: Already love Amazon? How about using AmazonSmile? The same great
Amazon you love, but with .05% of the profits being automatically donated to us! It does not
cost you anything.
To support our school simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer
or mobile device (cannot use app) and add St. Bede Catholic School as your charity. It’s that
simple. The funds donated to the school are then used to purchase necessary school supplies.

Same products, same prices, same service!



Mums sale has been extended until 9/6. Get your orders in before then! Orders can be
picked up at St. Bede School on 9/18 from 9am—11am.



Our next PA meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 14th at 6:30pm in room
111.



Our first ever Parent Night Out will be held on Thursday, September 22 from 6pm—8pm.
More details to come as the date gets closer. Leave your kids at home and enjoy a night
out with other St. Bede parents!

Do you know anyone interested in a
career in education?
Send them our way!

New St. Bede Spirit Wear coming this Fall! These will make
great Christmas gifts for kids, parents, grandparents, etc.
More information coming out soon.

Boys' and Girls' Basketball Registration - Students in Grades 4-8
Winter and Spring Sport Registration links are OPEN! All info and links are available on our website:
https://www.stbedeschool.com/athletics
Basketball Registration will close on Monday, September 5.
Please note, it is important that we honor this deadline because teams are formed based on the amount of
registrants at this date. We will cancel teams by this date if there are not enough registrants. We will add an
additional team if we have enough for 2. The conference is scheduled to meet in September to create all of the
game schedules, so it is imperative our teams are set by then.
Volley for the Cure Night at Prince of Peace: Wednesday, October 5
Wednesday, October 5, our 4/5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grade girls' volleyball teams will be playing at Prince of Peace
School in Lake Villa at 5PM, 6PM, 7PM, and 8PM, respectively. This particular night they are hosting a fundraiser
benefiting the National Breast Cancer Foundation. We participated in this event with them previously, and because
of the tremendous amount of support our awesome school demonstrates each year, they have asked us to be part
of it again this year!
Below is an order form for tees and hoodies. Anyone is welcome to purchase! Please send your completed form to
school with payment (payment details on form; **note that checks should be made payable to Brooks-Allan, NOT
St. Bede**) in an envelope marked "Volley For The Cure, Attn: Athletics," by Wednesday, September 7.
We’d love to see you at any of the games to support our St. Bede Falcons!

3rd Grade Family Night: Tuesday, September 20
3rd grade students and their families are invited to attend a fun night of girls' volleyball games at St. Bede, free of
charge, on Tuesday, September 20. 7th Grade is scheduled to play at 6:00PM, 6th grade will play at 7:00, and 8th
grade will play at 8PM. Students will be announced and will lead us in prayer and pledge around 6:50PM. Each 3 rd
grade student that attends will get a free Falcon t-shirt to wear to the game. Concessions will be open. This is a
great opportunity to give our 3rd graders a glimpse of what's to come with sports starting in 4th grade.

St. Bede School Halloween Hustle
This annual fundraiser is a 1 mile fun-run for kids ages 5-12, a 5K walk/run, and a 10K run that
takes place in Grant Woods Forest Preserve.
Our event website is now active!
www.stbedeschoolhh.com
There are many fun ways to get involved - register to participate, buy a t-shirt, become a
sponsor, pledge a classroom, volunteer, or just come watch! We look forward to seeing you
there!
8th Annual Beer and Bags Fest: Saturday, September 17

Interested in joining the St. Bede Athletic Association Board?
We’re still in need of a Fundraiser and Event Coordinator! It’s a super fun group to be part of!
Don’t hesitate to reach out to Tina Lutzke with any questions; looking forward to an awesome year.
athleticdirector@stbedeschool.com or 414-322-1557

